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Posterior MI is suggested by the following changes in V1-3:

•Horizontal ST depression

•Tall, broad R waves (>30ms)

•Upright T waves

•Dominant R wave (R/S ratio > 1) in V2

In patients presenting with ischaemic symptoms, horizontal ST depression in 

the anteroseptal leads (V1-3) should raise the suspicion of posterior MI.



Posterior infarction is confirmed by the presence of ST elevation and Q waves in the posterior leads (V7-9).

Posterior leads

Leads V7-9 are placed on the 

posterior chest wall in the following 

positions:

•V7 – Left posterior axillary line, in 

the same horizontal plane as V6.

•V8 – Tip of the left scapula, in the 

same horizontal plane as V6.

•V9 – Left paraspinal region, in the 

same horizontal plane as V6.











In patients presenting with inferior STEMI, right ventricular infarction is 

suggested by the presence of:

•ST elevation in V1 – the only standard ECG lead that looks directly at the 

right ventricle.

•ST elevation in lead III > lead II – because lead III is more “rightward 

facing” than lead II and hence more sensitive to the injury current produced 

by the right ventricle.

Other useful tips for spotting right ventricular MI:

•ST elevation in V1 > V2.

•ST elevation in V1 + ST depression in V2 (= highly specific for RV MI).

•Isoelectric ST segment in V1 with marked ST depression in V2.



Right ventricular infarction is confirmed by the presence of ST elevation in the right-sided leads (V3R-V6R).
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